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Few  wilder  or  more  picturesque  spots  could  he 
found  in  our  state  than  the  valleys  of  the  West 
Branch  of  the  Susquehanna  and  the  Sinnamahoning, 
in  which  is  located  the  new  Bucktail  Park. 

This  new  recreational  area  is  one  of  the  most 
pretentious  undertakings  of  its  kind  in  our  state — 
just  picture  it;  a  wild,  rugged  stretch,  seventy-five 
miles  in  length,  and  from  mountain  top  to  mountain 
top  on  both  sides  of  the  valley. 

As  guests  of  the  Bucktail  Trail  Association,  it  is 
planned  to  gather  at  Renovo  on  the  14th  at  6:00 
P.  M.  for  the  opening  dinner,  at  which  we  can 
become  acquainted  with  our  hosts. 

On  the  following  days  we  will  visit  the  ruins  of 
Ole  BulFs  Castle  in  the  beautiful  valley  near  Oleona, 
a  scenic  mountain  drive  that  will  linger  long  in 
our  memories,  then  to  Emporium  at  the  western  end 
of  the  Park. 

Then  further,  magnificent  mountain  drives  with 
enchanting  views,  a  luncheon  with  the  C.  C.  C. 
boys  in  their  own  forest  camp  and  a  trip  to  Lock 
Haven  at  the  eastern  extremity. 

,  An  opportunity  like  this  is  seldom  afforded;  to 
spend  two  delightful  days  in  Pennsylvania  moun- 
tains in  a  region  all  too  little  known;  a  few  years 
ago  it  was  almost  inaccessible;  for  three  years  while 
Route  120  was  in  course  of  construction,  there  was 
no  detour,  and  it  is  only  within  the  last  few  years 
that  it  has  been  thrown  open  to  travel. 

Don't  miss  it! 

Our  genial  hosts  extend  a  most  cordial  welcome. 


.FOURTEENTH  ANNUAL  MEETING  NATIONAL. 
CONFERENCE  ON  STATE  PARKS 

You  are  cordially  invited  to  attend  the  fourteenth 
annual  meeting  of  the  National  Conference  on  State 
Parks,  to  be  held  at  Pineville,  Kentucky,  on  Thurs- 
day, Friday  and  Saturday,  June  7,  8  and  9,  1934. 
You  can  be  assured  of  three  unusually  interesting 
and  profitable  days. 


Tentative  arrangements  for  the  meeting  includ 
a  day  of  discussion  to  be  held  in  the  Laurel  Festiv;, 
open  air  auditorium  in  Pine  Mountain  State  Park 
a  luncheon  at  a  C.  C.  C.  camp  in  the  park;  oik 
session  at  Middlesboro,  a  visit  to  the  nearby  summit 
of  Pinnacle  Mountain  overlooking  historic  Cumber- 
land Gap;  and  a  visit  to  Cumberland  Falls  State 
Park.  An  unusually  interesting  lot  of  addresses 
and  discussions  are  in  prospect. 

It  is  expected  that  many  of  those  who  attend  the 
conference  meeting  will  take  advantage  of  the  fact 
that  Pineville  lies  close  to  the  heart  of  Tennessee 
Valley  operations  and  only  a  short  run  from  the 
soon-to-be-established  great  Smoky  Mountain  Na- 
tional Park,  to  visit  these  two  extraordinarily  inter- 
esting federal  projects. 

Headquarters  for  the  Conference  will  be  the  Con- 
tinental Hotel  in  Pineville.  Available  for  Confer- 
ence use  at  the  hotel  are  fifty-five  rooms,  most  of 
them  with  bath.  The  rates  range  from  $1.50  per 
person  for  rooms  without  bath  to  $.V50  for  the  best 
rooms.     In  addition,  rooms  will  be  made  available  to 

delegates  in  private  homes — the  best  in  the  city 

for  those  who  prefer  this  type  of  accommodation  or 
for  any  overflow.  Detailed  requests  for  reservations 
should  in  all  cases,  however,  be  made  direct  to  the 
Continental  Hotel,  Pineville,  Kentucky. 

The  first  session  will  open  at  the  Laurel  Festival 
auditorium  at  10:30  a.  m.,  on  June  7.  I  hope  you 
will  be  there  for  it. 

HERBERT  EVISON, 

Executive  Secretary, 
905   Union  Trust  Building, 
Washington,   D.   C. 


ANNUAL  MEETING 

OF  THE 

DELAWARE  VALLEY  PROTECTIVE 

ASSOCIATION 

Ralph  Stover  Tract — June  9 

Mr.  William  J.  Stover,  of  Erwinna,  the  energetic 
secretary,  announces  their  annual  meeting  in  the 
picturesque  Tohickon  Valley,  which  is  described  in 
Mr.  Chapman's  article  on  another  page. 

It  is  suggested  that  those  attending  come  early  in 
the  day,  bringing  box  luncheons,  and  devoting  the 
morning  to  the  exploration  of  this  beautiful  ravine. 

At  2  o'clock  the  dedicatory  exercises,  attended 
by  many  state  officials,  will  be  held  at  the  old 
Colonial  miller's  house,  which  is  now  being  restored. 
This  excellent  specimen  of  the  architecture  of  the 
last  century  and  the  ruins  of  the  mill  nearly  two 
centuries  old  are  well  worth  a  visit. 

Drive  to  Point  Pleasant  on  the  Delaware,  at 
which  point  full  information  may  be  obtained  in 
regard  to  the  newly-opened  park. 


THE  RALPH  STOVER  TRACT 

Pennsylvania's    New    Acquisition    Adjacent   to    the 

Delaware  Valley 

Ellwood  B.  Chapman 

Once  upon  a  time,  as  all  good  stories  used  to 
begin,  there  lived  in  Germany,  in  the  city  of  Man- 
heim,  in  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Baden,  two  brothers, 
John  and  Christian  Fretz. 

More  than  two  hundred  years  ago,  somewheres 
between  the  years  1710  and  1720,  they  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Southeastern  Pennsylvania, 
in  which  section  their  descendants  have  lived  for 
many  generations.  It  is  most  interesting  to  follow 
these  two  family  lines,  side  by  side,  and  to  note  how 
the  beautiful  mill  site  in  the  Tohickon  Valley  was 
acquired  by  Anthony  Fretz,  a  descendant  of  Chris- 
tian, and  was  in  after  years  purchased  by  a  descen- 
dant of  John  Fretz,  Ralph  Stover,  whose  rrrand- 
daughters.  Miss  Florence  M.  and  Clara  L.  Troem- 
ner,  have  just  donated  the  property  to  the  Common' 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  as  a  part  of  its  park  system, 
and  for  whom  the  area  has  been  named. 

Ralph  Stover,  who  was  born  in  Bucks  County, 
September  28,  1811,  established  saw  and  flour  mills 
in  the  valley;  he  was  the  great  grandson  of  Henry 
Staulfer,  German  pioneer,  who  emigrated  to  the 
section  in  1749. 

Many  are  the  interesting  events  linked  up  with 
this  historic  site :  the  exact  date  of  the  erection  of 
the  old  stone  mill,  now  in  ruins,  is  uncertain; 
although  it  is  known  to  antedate  the  Revolution, 
probably  soon  after  1750.  It  was  burned  in  1881 
and  never  rebuilt;  in  its  midst  has  grown  a  sturdy 
sycamore,  which  Secretary  Staley  estimated  a  few 
years  ago  to  be  about  forty-five  years  of  age. 

During  the  stirring  times  of  1776,  an  English 
family  by  the  name  of  Doan,  became  estranged  from 
their  neighbors  by  reason  of  their  Tory  sympathies, 
and  with  the  ending  of  the  War,  lead  the  life  of 
outlaws,  preying  upon  the  nearby  farmers;  at  this 
time  they  lived  and,  it  is  recounted,  sheltered  their 
'iorses  in  a  large  cave  only  a  short  distance  from  the 
mill. 

Early  one  morning,  in  the  year  178.\  Moses  Doan 
and  his  brother  appeared  at  a  nearby  farmhouse  and 
demanded  breakfast.  The  housewife  told  them  that 
she  had  no  meal  in  the  larder  and  no  money  where 
with  to  purchase  it.  The  Doans  then  gave  her 
money  and  sent  her  son  to  the  mill,  making  him 
promise  not  to  betray  them.  The  miller,  however, 
was  suspicious  of  this  early  morning  visit  and  soon 
elicited  the  real  facts  from  the  boy.  Acting  quickly, 
the   miller  locked  the  messenger  in   the   mill,   and 


hurriedly  rounded  up  a  group  of  Vigilantes  wlio 
had  been  organized  to  apprehend  the  outlaws. 

They  were  then  surrounded  in  the  farmhouse  and 
upon  entering,  one  husky  member  of  the  group 
seized  Moses  and  pinned  him  to  the  floor;  he  was 
afterward  shot  in  the  melee,  and  an  end  put  to  their 
life  of  crime.  Moses  was  buried  in  the  graveyard 
of  the  Deep  Run  Church. 

The  Miller's  house  was  of  later  construction  than 
the  mill;  there  is  no  date-stone,  nor  anv  authentic 
record  of  the  year,  but  Mr.  G.  Edwin  Brumbaugh, 
son  of  our  late  Governor,  and  an  authority  on  early 
Colonial  architecture,  places  the  date  as  shortly  after 
1800.  It  is  of  Georgian  design  and  gives  evidence 
of  the  wealth  and  refinement  of  its  owner,  with  its 
reeded  millwork,  its  well  designed  doorways,  ample 
fireplaces  and  its  general  pleasing  lines. 

Unfortunately,  vandals  have  done  much  damage 
to  the  interior,  but  it  is  hoped  to  repair  this  and  to 
restore  the  quaint  and  delightful  atmosphere  of  a 
century  and  a  half  ago. 

With  the  old  mill,  the  Misses  Troemner  have 
donated  to  the  State  thirty-seven  acres  of  land. 
Thus,  while  visitors  will  be  afforded  a  glimpse  of 
the  attractive  homestead  as  it  appeared  in  Colonial 
times,  the  principal  use  of  the  tract,  in  keeping  with 
the  aims  of  the  State  Government,  will  be  for  re- 
creational purposes,  and  to  this  the  picturesque  val- 
ley of  the  Tohickon  is  well  suited.  For  several  miles 
this  ravine  is  wild  and  rugged,  the  sides  rising  at 
many  points  in  precipitous  cliffs,  from  the  vantage 
point  of  whose  summits  one  may  obtain  beautiful 
views  of  the  valley  below. 

The  new  park  is  ideal  for  outdoor  life,  with  its 
meadow  land,  its  wooded  hillsides  and  the  broad, 
sparkling  stream  coursing  over  its  rocky  bed.  Six 
springs  have  been  found,  one  of  which  has  its  source 
in  the  miller's  old  spring  house.  In  digging  in  the 
ruins  of  this  building,  the  workers  uncovered  the 
old  original  floor,  a  huge  stone  slab,  surrounded  by 
the  troughs  in  which  the  milk  cans  were  cooled. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  Department  of  Forests  and 
Waters  that  in  time  the  old  dam  across  the  Tohickon 
may  be  restored  and  the  old  mill-race  again  filled, 
thus  carrying  water  through  the  ruins  and  adding 
still  another  charm  to  the  already  beautiful  setting. 

With  the  aid  of  the  C.  W.  A.  and  later  the 
L.  W.  D.,  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Waters 
has  been  hard  at  work  getting  the  park  in  readiness 
for  visitors  this  summer;  this  work  is  progressing 
rapidly  and  an  excellent  opportunity  to  view  this 
beautiful  spot  will  be  afforded  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Delaware  Valley  Protective  Association  on 
June  9.  Representatives  of  the  State  Government 
will  be  on  hand,  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Parks 
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Commission,  the  Pennsylvania  Parks  Association  as 
well  as  many  cluhs  from  Bucks  and  the  adjoining 
counties.  ' 

Basket  luncheons  will  be  the  order  of  the  day 

/  i"^'T^"^  ^^"""^  ^P^"^  "^  exploration  of  the  beau' 
titul  Tohickon  Valley,  with  brief  exercises  attending 
the  dedication  of  the  park  at  2  oVlock.  There  will 
be  expressions  of  appreciation  at  that  time  of  the 


generosity    of   those   who   have    made   this   project 

I       -i- »v.      *  \»vw^»„viict   IS,  piullll^5c^  lo  be 

event. 


a  note  worth) 


The  nearest  approach  is  from  Point  Pleasant  on 
the  Delaware  (State  Highway  No.  32)-  at  that 
place  residents  of  the  valley  will  direct  visitors  to 
points  of  interest,  and  the  roads  to  the  Ralph  Stover 
Tract  will  be  well  marked  with  guide  posts. 

— Reprinted  from  Service  Letter. 
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THE  FIRST  BARGE  PARTY 
DELAWARE  VALLEY 

Ellwood  B.  Chapman 

Years  ago,  when  the  Delaware  Canal  was  still  in 
active  use,  Stephen  B.  Twining,  of  Yardley,  one  of 
its  directors,  devised  a  new  use  for  it. 

Having  in  mind  the  delights  of  transportation  on 
the  ancient  Nile,  he  conceived  the  idea  of  enabling 
the  young  people  of  the  valley  to  enjoy  similar  ex"^ 
cursions  along  the  picturesque  Delaware. 


Courtesy   Dept.    Forests   &:   Waters 

A  mud'scow,  formerly  used  for  removing  silt  from 
the  canal,  was  cleaned,  carpeted  with  rugs,  fitted 
with  seats,  and  presto!— the  scow  became  a  '^barcjc,"' 
fit  to  accommodate  Cleopatra  herself.  Then  on  a 
beautiful  June  afternoon,  about  the  summer  of 
1890,  his  two  daughters  with  a  little  crowd  of  their 
friends,  embarked  at  Yardley,  with  two  sturdy  mules 
as  motive  power,  for  the  three-mile  expedition  up 
the  canal. 

One  who  is  not  familiar  with  the  neighborhood 
could  scarcely  picture  the  beautiful  vistas  that  arc 
opened  on  this  short  journey;  now  through  a  stretch 


of  woodland,  then  out  into  the  open,  with  glimpses 
of  the  river  so  near  at  hand.  There  is  little  wonder 
that  a  group  of  our  noted  artists  have  chosen  the 
valley  for  their  homes. 

After  roaming  through  the  wooded  hillsides  and 
exploring  further  reaches  of  the  canal,  supper  was 
served  under  the  trees  along  the  bank  and  later  the 
return  journey  began.  None  but  a  poet  or  a  true 
artist  could  well  do  this  justice;  a  full  moon  over' 
head,  at  times  hidden  by  the  overhanging  foliage, 
then  the  trees  and  quaint  bridges  mirrored  in  the 
placid  waters  around  us. 

Little,  however,  had  the  picnickers  anticipated  the 
sudden  changes  in  temperature  that  often  occur 
with  nightfall  in  a  river  valley,  and  the  outing  cos- 
tumes were  hardly  adequate  protection  for  the 
homeward  stretch.  A  few  robes  could  not  u'ell  be 
divided  among  twenty-four  people  and  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  fun  at  the  expense  of  two  boys  and 
two  girls,  who  sat  snuggled  in  one  corner  of  the 
barge  enshrouded  in  a  single  blanket. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  former  hostesses,  now  Mrs. 
T.  Sidney  Cadwallader  and  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Wil- 
son, thought  it  would  be  fine  to  bring  together  the 
crowd  of  former  years,  and  to  repeat  the  joyous 
experience.  When  they  were  assembled,  with  many 
children  and  a  few  stray  grandchildren,  too,  two 
bargea  linked  together  were  filled  to  capacity.  Not- 
withstanding the  lapse  of  years,  the  participants 
proved  that  they  were  just  as  fun-loving  as  ever, 
and  under  the  guidance  of  Charles  F.  Jenkins,  as 
master  of  ceremonies,  the  voyage  proved  to  be  just 
as  jolly  as  the  first. 


THE  C.  W.  A.  IN  PENNSYLVANIA'S 
STATE  PARKS 

W.  E.  Montgomery,  Director 
Bureau  of  Forest  Management,  Lands  and  Parks 

Because  of  decreased  revenue  and  increased 
demand  for  funds  for  relief,  the  appropriations  for 
the  various  State  Parks  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  bien- 
nium  beginning  June  1,  1933,  were  reduced  by  an 
average  of  45^//  compared  with  the  previous  two- 
year  period.  Although  in  a  few  instances  new 
projects  of  a  permanent  nature  were  undertaken, 
for  the  most  part  it  has  been  possible  to  do  little 
except  purely  maintenance  and  police  work  during 
the  1933-34  fiscal  year.  In  the  latter  part  of  Decem- 
ber, however,  and  in  the  first  three  months  of  1934, 
funds  from  the  Civil  Works  Administration  were 
available  and  as  a  result  much  worthwhile  work  has 
been  accomplished.     The  restriction  of  the  purchase 


of  materials  to  one-fifth  of  the  labor  cost,  of  course, 
eliminated  numerous  projects  which  would  other- 
wise have  been  undertaken.  In  spite  of  this  han- 
dicap numerous  operations  were  conducted  at  the 
various  State  Parks  involving  nearly  $100,000.00  in 
the  limited  period  in  which  these  C.  W.  A.  funds 
could  be  used. 

At  the  State  Park  at  Erie,  approximately  3000 
trees  were  transplanted,  50  picnic  tables  were  con- 
structed; a  new  roof  was  placed  on  the  canoe  house; 
several  bird  houses  were  erected;  an  area  of  about 
ten  acres  were  cleaned  along  the  trails;  dead  and 
dying  wood  was  removed  to  the  extent  of  more  than 
300  cords  from  a  much  larger  area.  The  amount  ex- 
pended was  $4,706.31. 

At  Washington  Crossing  the  two  approved  pro- 
jects resulted  (a)  in  the  cleaning  of  thirty  acres  of 
woodland,  removing  fallen  trees  and  undesirable 
undergrowth,  and  (b)  in  the  general  care  and  treat- 
ment of  the  trees  of  the  Park.  Under  the  direction 
of  competent  experts,  all  trees  at  the  more  important 
locations  were  trimmed  and  the  dead  and  diseased 
material  removed;  a  number  of  trees  which  had 
become  a  menace  to  public  safety  were  cut  down; 
scars  and  wounds  were  treated;  cabling  was  pro- 
vided where  necessary;  girdling  roots  were  removed; 
cavities  were  cleaned  and  filled.  An  area  which  has 
been  set  aside  as  a  Wild  Flower  Preserve  was 
demarcated  and  prepared  for  use.  The  total  cost 
was  $15,546.71. 

One  of  the  principal  projects  at  Valley  Forge 
also  consisted  of  tree  work  in  which  ninety  men 
were  engaged  under  the  supervision  of  skilled  ex- 
perts, is/lore  than  one  thousand  trees  along  roads 
and  at  strategic  points  were  pruned  and  trimmed; 
several  dozen  of  the  finest  specimens  received 
surgery,  cabling  and  bracing  treatment:  improve- 
ment cuttings  were  conducted  on  about  eighty  acres. 
The  fine  stone  equipment  building  which  had  not 
been  completed  because  of  lack  of  funds,  was 
pointed  on  the  outside  and  plastered  on  the  inside 
walls.  The  earth  floor  was  graded  and  then  con- 
creted, sinks  and  drains  were  installed,  door  sills 
and  approaches  likewise  being  concreted.  A  num- 
ber of  old  buildings  were  demolished  and  the  debris 
removed.  Several  new  structures  were  erected — a 
storage  shed  24  x  70  ft.,  a  small  garage  10  x  16  ft., 
and  a  larger  one  18  x  66  ft.  A  total  of  $28,786.89 
was  spent  from  C.  W.  A.  funds  at  Valley  Forge. 

At  the  Roosevelt  State  Park  (the  old  Delaware 
Canal),  the  following  were  the  principal  projects- 
construction  of  a  retaining  wall  approximately  125 
feet  in  length  with  an  average  height  of  10  feet  and 
thickness  of  8  feet,  together  with  a  back-fill  of  about 
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Commission,  the  Pennsylvania  Parks  Assoeiation  a« 
well  as  many  elubs  from  Bueks  and  the  adioinina 
counties.  "'  '^ 

Basket   luneheons  will   he   the  order  of  tlic   day 
the  nicirnin^^  heina  spent  in  exploration  of  the  beau' 
titul  Tohiekon  Valley,  with  Kief  exereises  attending 
the  dedieation  ot  the  park  at  2  oVloek.     There  will 
he  expressions  of  appreeiation  at  that  time  of  the 


Lienerosity  of  those  who  have  made  this  proiec 
l^-.^ii  .L.  .-^..w^^cHcr  lu  piunik^es  to  he  a  noteworthx 
event.  ^ 

The  nearest  approaeh  is  from  Point  Pleasant  on 
the  Delaware  (State  Highway  No.  32)-  at  thit 
place  residents  of  the  valley  will  direct  visitors  io 
points  ot  interest,  and  the  roads  to  the  Ralph  Stover 
Tract  will  be  well  marked  with  guide  posts. 

— Reprinted  from  Service  Letter. 
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THE  FIRST  BARGE  PARTY 
DELAWARE  VALLEY 

Ellwood  B.  Chapman 

Years  ago.  when  the  Delaware  Canal  was  still  in 
active  use.  Stephen  B.  Twining,  of  Yardley,  one  of 
its  directors,  devised  a  new  use  for  it. 

Having  in  mind  the  delights  of  transportation  on 
the  ancient  Nile,  he  conceived  the  idea  of  enabling 
the  young  people  of  the  valley  to  enjoy  similar  ex"^ 
cursions  along  the  picturesque  Delaware. 


Courtesy   Dept.    f-ori-sts   &:   Wan-r-, 

A  mud'scow,  formerly  used  for  removing  silt  from 
the  canal,  was  cleaned,  carpeted  with  rugs,  fitted 
with  seats,  and  presto!— the  scow  became  a  "•barge,"" 
Ht  to  accommodate  Cleopatra  herself.  Then  on  a 
beautiful  June  afternoon,  about  the  summer  ot 
1890,  his  two  daughters  with  a  little  crowd  of  their 
friends,  embarked  at  Yardley,  with  two  sturdy  mules 
as  motive  power.  f(;r  the  three-mile  expedition  up 
the  canal. 

One  who  is  not  familiar  with  the  neighborhood 
could  scarcely  pieture  the  beautiful  vistas  that  ;nv 
(opened  on  this  short  journey:  now  through  a  stretch 


of  \v.'t:i.idlcind,  then  out  int*^  the  ^ipen,  with  glimpses 
of  the  river  so  near  at  hand.  There  is  little  wonder 
that  a  group  of  our  noted  artists  have  chosen  the 
valley  for  their  homes. 

After  roaming  through  the  wooded  hillsides  and 
exploring  further  reaches  of  the  canal,  supper  was 
served  under  the  trees  along  the  bank  and  later  the 
return  journey  began.  None  but  a  poet  or  a  true 
artist  could  well  do  this  justice;  a  full  moon  over- 
head, at  times  hidden  by  the  overhanging  foliage, 
then  the  trees  and  quaint  bridges  mirrored  in  the 
placid  waters  around  us. 

Little,  hovi^ever,  had  the  picnickers  anticipated  the 
sudden  ehanges  in  temperature  that  often  occur 
with  nightfall  in  ?  river  valley,  and  the  outing  eos' 
tumes  v*.'ere  hardly  adequate  protection  fc^r  the 
homeward  stretch.  A  few  robes  could  nc;t  well  be 
divided  among  twenty-four  people  and  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  fun  at  the  expense  of  two  boys  and 
two  girls,  who  sat  snuggled  in  one  corner  of  the 
barge  enshrouded  in  a  single  blanket. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  former  hostes.ses,  now  Mrs. 
T.  Sidney  Cadwallader  and  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Wil- 
son, thought  it  would  be  fine  to  bring  together  the 
crowd  of  former  years,  and  to  repeat  the  joyous 
experience.  When  they  were  assembled,  with  many 
children  and  a  few  stray  grandchildren,  too,  two 
barge::^  linked  together  were  filled  to  capacity.  Not- 
withstanding the  lapse  of  years,  the  participants 
proved  that  they  were  just  as  fun-loving  as  ever, 
and  under  the  guidance  of  Charles  F.  Jenkins,  as 
master  of  ceremonies,  the  voyage  proved  to  be  just 
as  jolly  as  the  first. 


THE  C.  W.  A.  IN  PENNSYLVANIA'S 
STATE  PARKS 

W.  E.  Montgomery,  Director 
Bureau  of  Forest  Management,   Lands  and  Parks 

Because  of  decreased  revenue  luid  increased 
demand  for  funds  for  relief,  the  appropriations  for 
the  various  State  Parks  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  bien- 
niun\  beginning  June  1,  19.^.^,  were  reduced  by  ar. 
average  of  4>'(  compared  with  the  previous  two- 
year  period.  Although  in  a  few  instances  new 
projects  of  a  permanent  nature  were  undertaken, 
for  the  most  part  it  has  been  possible  tci  do  little 
except  purely  maintenance  and  police  work  during 
the  19.'^.'^-34  fiscal  year.  In  the  latter  part  of  Decem- 
ber, however,  and  in  the  first  three  months  of  19.'^4, 
funds  from  the  Civil  Works  Administratitin  were 
ivailable  and  as  a  result  much  worthwhile  wc^-k  iias 
been  accomplished.     The  restriction  of  the  purchase 


of  materials  to  one-fifth  of  the  laK^r  eo^t.  of  ewiirv. 
eliminated  numerous  projects  whieh  would  other 
wise  have  been  undertaken.  In  spite  of  this  Ivuv 
dicap  numerous  operations  were  conducted  at  the 
various  State  Parks  involving  nearly  $in(),()()().()n  in 
the  limited  period  in  which  these  C.  W.  A.  funds 
could  be  used. 

At  the  State  Park  at  Erie,  approximately  .'^noo 
trees  were  transplanted,  ^0  pienie  tables  were  eon- 
structed:  a  new  roof  was  placed  on  the  canoe  hovi>^e; 
several  bird  houses  were  erected;  an  area  of  about 
ten  acres  were  cleaned  ah^ig  the  trails;  dead  and 
dying  wood  was  removed  to  the  extent  of  more  than 
}()()  eords  from  a  much  larger  area.  The  amount  ex- 
pended was  $4,706..M. 

At  Washington  Crossing  the  two  approved  pro- 
jects resulted  (a)  in  the  cleaning  of  thirty  acres  of 
woodland,  removing  fallen  trees  and  undesirable 
undergrowth,  and  (b)  in  the  general  care  and  treat- 
ment of  the  trees  of  the  Park.  Under  the  direction 
of  eompetent  experts,  all  trees  at  the  more  important 
locations  v^'cre  trimmed  and  the  dead  and  disea-ed 
material  removed;  a  number  of  trees  whieh  liad 
become  a  menace  to  public  safety  were  cut  down; 
scars  and  wounds  were  treated;  cabling  w;is  pro- 
vided where  necessary';  girdling  roots  were  removed; 
cavities  were  cleaned  and  filled.  An  area  which  has 
been  set  aside  as  a  Wild  Flower  Preserve  was 
demarcated  and  prepared  for  use.  The  total  cost 
was  $15,546.71. 

One  of  the  prineipal  projects  at  Valley  Forge 
also  consisted  of  tree  work  in  whieh  ninety  men 
were  engaged  under  the  supervision  of  skilled  ex- 
perts. More  than  one  thousand  trees  along  roads 
and  at  strategic  points  were  pruned  and  trimmed; 
several  dozen  of  the  finest  specimens  received 
surgery,  eabling  and  bracing  treatment;  improve- 
ment cuttings  were  conducted  on  about  eighty  ;iere>. 
The  fine  stone  equipment  building  which  had  nrt 
been  eompleted  because  of  lack  of  funds,  was 
pointed  on  the  outside  and  plastered  on  the  in-^:de 
walls.  The  earth  floor  was  graded  and  then  eon- 
ereted,  sinks  and  drains  were  installed,  door  sills 
and  approaches  likewise  being  concreted.  A  Mum- 
ber  of  old  buildings  were  demolished  and  the  debris 
removed.  Several  new  structures  were  erected — a 
storage  shed  24  x  70  ft.,  a  small  garage  10  x  16  ft., 
and  a  larger  one  IS  x  66  ft.  A  total  of  S2S.7S6.S9 
was  spent  from  C.  W.  A.  funds  at  Valley  Forge. 

At  the  Roosevelt  State  Park  (the  old  Delaware 
Canal),  the  following  were  the  principal  projects— 
ccMistruction  of  a  retaining  Vwdl  approximately  12"^ 
feet  in  length  with  an  average  height  of  1')  feet  and 
thickness  of  8  feet,  together  with  a  back-fill  of  about 
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H50  cubic  yards  of  gravel  and  stone:  the  rebuilding 
or  SIX  briv^gc  anu  waste-gate  abutments;  the  removal 
of  12,100  cubic  yards  of  silt  from  the  canal  at  six 
or  seven  locations;  the  repair  of  bridges  and  aque- 
ducts.    The  expenditures  amounted  to  $5,927.27. 

The  project  for  the  Ralph  Stover  Tract  in  Bucks 
County   recently   acquired   by   the   Commonwealth 
.^  through    the    generosity    of   the    Misses   Troemner, 
was  not  approved  until  just  a  short  time  prior  to 
the   termination   of  the   C.   W.    A.      Most   of  the 
expenditures,    which    totaled    $3,530.08,    comprised 
the  purchase  of  materials  that  are  now  being  used 
under  the  L.  W.  D.  program.     Some  work,  how- 
ever,  was  accomplished   under  the   C.    W.   A.   in 
cleaning    up    the    premises,    removing    undesirable 
growth,  starting  the  renovation  of  the  miller's  house. 
At  Bushy  Run  Battlefield,  the  entire  existing  road 
and  trail   system  was  improved  by  surfacing  with 
"red-dog";  several  new  trails  were  constructed;  two 
parking  areas  were  provided;  a  number  of  shelters 
were  erected;  the  old  barn  was  completely  renovated. 
The  Indian  Ceremonial  House  was  started,  but  un- 
fortunately only   a   little   progress   had   been   made 
when   C.    W.    A.    funds   became    exhausted.      The 
expenditures  were  $18,605.38. 

Likewise  at  Fort  Necessity,  most  of  the  projects 
are  unfinished.     This  is  due  to  the   fact  that  the 
larger   part   of   the   area    had    not   been    previously 
developed,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  C.  W.  A. 
program,    rather   ambitious   plans   were    formulated 
along  a  number  of  lines  of  improvement.     When 
additional  money  could  not  be  secured,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  complete  any  of  the  operations  then  in  pro- 
cess.    The  main   road  through  the  Park  has  been 
graded  and  drained.     Very  little  stoning  was  pos- 
sible, although  most  of  the  necessary  material  has 
been  secured.    A  number  of  paths  were  constructed 
to  points  of  interest,   and  considerable  landscaping 
and  grading  was  completed.     Improvement  cuttings 
resulted  in  the  removal  of  the  dead,  decrepit  and 
undesirable   growth   in   the   central   section   of  the 
Park.     A  total   of  $21,274.74   was  spent  at   Fort 
Necessity. 

Every  one  of  these  State  Parks  has  benefited 
very  materially  from  the  C.  W.  A.  and  a  grat  deal 
of  highly  desirable  work  has  been  accomplished 
which  could  not  have  been  done  if  it  had  been 
necessary    to    depend    upon    appropriations.      The 


work  was  conducted  with  a  high  degree  c  f  efficiency 
and  full  value  was  received  tor  the  fundb  expended. 


"FROM  OUR  POVERTY  WE  SHALL  PROSPER" 

Samuel  L.  Smedley 
President  of  the  Delaware  County  Park  Board 

Truly,  this  old  adage  has  come  true  in  Delaware 
County,  as  to  parks  and  opportunities  for  recreation 
are  concerned. 

To  become  ''park-minded"  seems  to  be  spreading 
throughout  our  county;  Chester,  Upper  Darby,  Rid- 
ley Park,  Norwood,  are  all  quite  active. 

The  Borough  of  Glenolden,  about  a  year  ago,  pur- 
chased  14   acres  of  unimproved  land  to  the  north 
of  the  Borough,  hoping  some  day  to  improve  it  for 
park   purposes.      Advantage  was  taken   of  the   C. 
W.  A.  offer,  and  over  100  men  have  been  emploved 
there  the  past  winter  under  the  guidance  of  skilled 
leaders  and  landscape  architects.     The  outcome  of 
this  will  be  that  the  citizens  of  Glenolden  will  enjoy 
Park  and  Recreational  facilities  that  will  be  a  credit 
both  to  the  Borough  and  the  County.     Up  to  the 
present  time,  through  the  C.  W.  A.— $27,000  has 
been  spent  for  labor.     In  addition,  it  has  only  cost 
the  Borough  a  little  over  $2500.     A  large  number 
of  contributions  of  trees  and  shrubbery  have  been 
made  by  the  town's  people. 

It  is  m.ost  interesting  to  note  the  wide  interest  in 
park  and  recreational  facilities  which  the  assistance 
of  the  C.  W.  A.  has  awakened,  an  interest  long 
neprlected  in  our  county. 

The  public  square  in  the  rear  of  the  Court  House, 
Media,  recentlv  purchased  by  the  Countv  Commis- 
sioners, but  left  unimproved  for  lack  of  funds,  was 
assigned  to  the  Delaware  Countv  Park  Board  to 
be  cleaned  up  and  improved.  Application  was  made 
to  the  C.  W.  A.  for  labor,  and  10  to  15  men  have 
been  at  work  most  of  the  winter,  preparing  for 
planting  and  seeding  this  Spring.  About  $3200  has 
been  spent  on  this  project,  and  it  is  hoped  in  the 
near  future  to  construct  there  walks  and  an  amphi- 
theatre for  pageants  and  music. 

Application  was  also  made  to  the  C.  W.  A.  for 
labor  to  improve  and  widen  the  abutting  streets. 
To  date  about  $12,000  has  been  spent  in  these  im- 
provements. When  all  is  completed,  the  square  in 
the  rear  of  the  Court  House  will  be  in  keeping  with 
the  stately  proportions  of  that  building. 

One  of  the  first  problems  the  Park  Board  found 
itself  confronted  with,  in  trying  to  visualize  a  future 
Delaware  County  with  ample  parks  and  play- 
grounds, was  the  lack  of  suitable  maps  of  uniform 
scale  upon  which  to  base  studies  for  future  develop- 
ment. Accordingly,  application  was  made  to  the 
C.  W.  A.  for  ?.  corps  of  engineers,  draftsmen  and 
stenographers — this  was  granted. 


There  is  now  nearlv  completed  a  map  of  our 
County  on  a  scale  of  1000  feet  to  the  inch,  show- 
ing many  of  the  roads,  creek  valleys,  townships, 
boroughs,  and  property  lines.  In  addition,  field 
reports  have  been  made  giving  a  complete  descrip- 
tion of  the  physical  conditions  of  properties  abut- 
ting on  the  creeks,  showing  their  adaptability  for 
park  purposes.  This  map  has  been  completed  at  a 
cost  of  $3000  and  will  be  most  helpful  in  planning 
for  future  park  areas  and  recreational  centers,  as 
well  as  future  parkways,  bridle  and  hiking  trails. 

The  Board  has  alreadv  received  a  number  of  very 
attractive  offers  of  real  estate  as  gifts  for  public 
parks.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  first  is  in 
Crum  Creek  Vallev  north  of  Baltimore  Pike.  In 
this  neiehborhood  the  stream  winds  among  precip- 
itous hills  heavily  wooded  with  the  original  hem- 
lock still  in  evidence  in  many  places.  At  very  little 
expense  this  section  of  the  valley  can  be  made  to 
vie  in  beauty  with  the  far-famed  Wissahickon.  The 
old  road  leading  from  the  Pike  up  through  this 
ravine,  or  gorge  as  it  might  be  called,  is  now  being 
rebuilt  through  the  aid  of  the  C.  W.  A.  and  by 
mid-summer  it  should  be  readily  accessible  to  all. 


BUCKTAIL  STATE  PARK 

This  state  park,  which  we  plan  to  visit  this  June, 
extends  about  75  miles  along  both  sides  of  the  west 
branch  of  the  Susquehanna  and  Sinnamahoning. 
By  Mr.  Joseph  R.  Kendig,  one  of  the  most  ardent 
supporters  of  this  development,  this  is  claimed  to 
he  the  most  scenic  park  area  in  the  Commonwealth. 
It  is  so  vast  in  extent  that  it  is  expected  to  have 
an  appeal  to  millions  of  Pennsylvanians  and  tourists 
from  other  states. 

In  the  valley  west  of  Williamsport  over  half  of 
the  Pennsylvania  CCC  camps  are  established.  It 
has  been  estimated  that  $10,000,000  has  been  spent 
there  in  the  past  year  and  that  a  like  amount  will 
be  spent  in  1934  in  improving  the  State  Forest  Lands 
in  this  Valley  alone. 

Mr.  Kendig  has  about  completed  the  formation 
of  the  Bucktail  Trail  Association.  Most  of  the 
members  are  residents  of  Renovo,  Lock  Haven  and 
Emporium.  Much  work  has  already  been  done  to 
crystalize  favorable  sentiment  among  the  20,000 
inhabitants  in  the  park  area. 


TOUR  OF  THE  PARKS 
Presque  Isle  State  Park 

In  the  last  issue  of  "Park  News"  we  proposed 
giving  in  our  columns,  from  time  to  time,  brief 
accounts  of  the  more  prominent  Pennsylvania  State 
Parks. 

On  the  front  cover  of  this  issue  is  a  picture  of 
a  bathing  beach  of  Presque  Isle  State  Park  at  Erie, 
Pa. 


Develobments  and  Facilities 

The  development  of  this  Park  has  been  m\e\y 
along  recreational  lines.  Including  ponds  and 
lagoons,  it  consists  of  3200  acres,  much  of  it  virgin 
timber.  Together  with  the  Water  Works  Reserva- 
tion of  175  acres,  which  is  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Erie  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  who 
co-operate  fully  with  the  Park  Commission,  the 
Park  occupies  all  of  Presque  Isle  Peninsula. 

Eleven  miles  of  concrete  roadway  and  a  mile  of 
gravel  road  provides  easy  access  to  all  parts  of  the 
Park.  In  a  complete  tour  of  the  Park  fifteen  miles 
are  traveled,    3^4   miles  being  traveled  twice. 

Fifteen  miles  of  trails  give  extensive  opportunity 
for  nature  study,  hiking,  and  horseback  riding. 
Seven  miles  of  Lake  beach  provide  ample  areas  for 
sun  and  water  bathing.  Five  miles  of  Ponds  and 
Lagoons  furnish  opportunity  for  canoeing  and  boat- 
ing. Six  hundred  picnic  tables  and  one  hundred 
picnic  stoves  provide  facilities  for  picnicking.  There 
are  ample  provisions  for  parking,  but,  alas,  no  camp 
sites.     There  is  no  entrance  fee  or  parking  charge. 

Special  reservations  for  cooking  facilities  and  pic- 
nic tables  for  large  parties  and  family  reunions  niay 
be  obtained  through  the  Erie  Board  of  Water  Com- 
missioners. 

The  Park  offers  unlimited  opportunity  for  studies 
of  Pennsylvania  flora  and  fauna,  and  the  instruc- 
tors for  summer  courses  in  charge  of  the  botanical 
and  zoological  laboratory  of  the  University  of  Pitts- 
burgh in  the  Park  state  that  no  place  anyv^'hcre, 
of  the  same  area,  affords  equal  variety  for  such 
study. 

The  only  opportunity  for  spending  money  in  the 
Park  is  confined  to  canoe  and  boat  rental  at  the 
Canoe  House,  and  for  refreshments  at  the  Stands. 
Both  are  maintained  only  for  the  convenience  of 
visitors,  rot  for  commercial  gain. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  attendance  at  the  Park 
was  well  over  a  million  this  past  year. 

Historical  Background 

Presque  Isle  Park  and  the  surrounding  territory 
has  an  interesting  historical  background  of  occu- 
pancy under  three  separate  flags. 

The  first  flag,  the  French,  came  in  1753  with 
troops  under  Chevalier  Mercier,  an  engineer  oflicer 
of  a  large  French  force  under  Captain  Marin,  who 
had  been  sent  to  establish  possession  of  this  and 
other  territory  to  the  south  and  west.  Mercier  and 
his  soldiers,  who  were  the  first  recorded  white  men 
to  reach  this  section,  built  Fort  Presque  Isle  on  the 
mainland  near  the  harbor  entrance.     This  was  the 
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first  of  a  string  of  French  Frontier  Forts,  extending 
1.^  i^.w  i^.^v^«^,„i,nu  at  1  ituai'uii^n,  anu  erecteu  to  pro' 
tect  the  French  hne  of  communication  to  the  Ohio 
River  and  the  Mississippi  Valley. 

The  second  flag:,   the  British,   came  with   British 
troops  in  1759,  after  their  capture  of  Fort  Niagara, 
and  the  termination  of  the  French  and  Indian  War. 
Thev  took  possession  of  the  site  of  Fort  Presque  Isle, 
which  had  heen  destroyed  hy  the  French,  and  rebuilt 
and  occupied  it  until  it  was  captured  and  destroyed 
hy   Pontiac's   Indians   in   his  war   of    1763.      From 
thence   on.   while   nominally   British,   it   was   a   no- 
man's  land,  occupied  only  hy  Indians  until,  as  an 
,  outcome  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  its  alleg- 
iance finally  came  to  rest  under  its  third  flag,  our 
own. 

Included   in   a   triangle   formed   by  extension   of 
New  York's  southern  boundary  line,  the  shore  of 
Lake  Erie,  and   New  York's  present  line.   Presque 
Isle   was   originally   claimed   by   no   less   than    four 
states— Virginia,    New    York.    Massachusetts    and 
Connecticut.    As  a  result  of  effort  by  George  Wash- 
ington,   however,    the   claims   of   these   states   were 
eventually  relinquished  to  the  Federal  Government, 
the  title  cleared,  and  the  triangle  sold  to  Pennsyl- 
vania   for   the   sum    of   $H  1,000.      This   sale   was 
largely  the  result  of  the  vision  and  persistence  of 
Benjamin  Franklin,  who  was  determined  that  Penn- 
sylvania  should   have   a    port   on   what,    as  events 
proved,  he  very  rightly  termed  'The  Mediterranean 
of  the  New  World." 

Subsequent  claims  by  the  Indians  were  finally 
cleared  away  by  a  total  payment  to  them  of  $32,000 
in  guns,  ammunition,  blankets  and  supplies.  And 
it  is  interesting  to  know  that  by  a  curious  chain  of 
circumstances,  the  Indians'  duplicate  of  the  deed 
given  by  them  at  the  time  has  been  strangely  pre- 
served and  has  now  been  permanently  acquired  by 
the  Erie  County  Historical  Society. 

The  original  Block  House,  on  the  bluff  over  the 
Harbor  entrance,  was  the  scene  of  the  death  and 
temporary  burial  in  1796  of  Mad  Anthony  Wayne, 
who  was  taken  sick  here  while  returning  from  suc- 
cessful treaty  work  in  Ohio  and  Indiana  with  the 
Indians  he  had  so  effectively  defeated  two  years 
previously. 

Presque  Isle  Bay  was  the  site,  in  IS  13,  of  the 
emergency  shipyard  in  which  Commodore  Perry's 
fleet  was  built,  and  to  which  he  returned  from  the 
battle  of  Put-in-Bay  with  the  captured  British  fleet, 
after  dispatching  his  famous  and  laconic  message:' 
"We  have  met  the  enemy  and  they  are  ours—two 
ships,  two  brigs,  one  schooner,  and  one  sloop."  The 
Brig  ''Niagara,"  to  which  Perry  transferred  his  flag 
during  the  battle  because  of  damage  to  the  Flagship 
"Lawrence,"  and  which  was  later  sunk  in  Misery 


Bay,  was  raised  and  temporarily  restored  in  191? 
and  IS  now  undergoing  permanent  restoration  oi! 
the  shore  of  the  Peninsula  in  the  Water  Work,^ 
Reservation. 

Presque  Isle  Bay  was  also  the  site  of  the  launch 
ing  in  1843  of  the  first  iron-hulled  war  vessel,  chris- 
tened the  "Michigan"  and  later  named  the  "Wol- 
verine"—since  Perry's  fleet  the  only  United  States 
ship  of  war  on  the  Great  Lakes,  and  now,  un- 
scarred  by  any  battle,  peacefully  moored  alongside 
the  Perry  Monument  at  Crystal  Point. 

Throughout  all  its  history,  the  Peninsula  compos- 
ing Presque  Isle  Park  has,  with  the  exception  of  the 
area  occupied  by  the  Water  Works  Reservation, 
virtually  remained  in  its  wild  and  natural  state' 
and  It  was  not  until  1919  that  the  first  definite 
steps  toward  having  it  created  a  State  Park  were 
taken,  when  after  much  unselfish  efi^ort  and  persona! 
expenditure  by  a  few  interested  individuals,  and 
with  help  from  many  sources,  the  title  was  finally 
lodged  in  the  State,  the  act  creating  the  Park  passed 
in  1921,  and  its  subsequent  development  made  pos- 
sible. 


Presque  Isle  Par\  Policy 

1.  To  grant  special  privilege  to  none  and  to 
make  all  decisions  for  the  greatest  good  of  the 
greatest  number. 

2.  To  furnish  normal,  healthful,  costless,  out-of- 
doors  recreation,  free  from  commercial  amusement 
features. 

3.  To  maintain  and  develop  in  their  natural  state 
all  forms  of  plant  and  wild  life  native  to  the 
locality. 

4.  To  strive  for  an  ordered  freedom  and  to  use 
police  powers  only  to  the  extent  necessary  to  pre- 
vent the  safety  and  pleasures  of  the  many  from 
being  jeopardized  by  the  few. 

5.  To  use  appropriated  funds  for  development  of 
recreational  facilities  rather  than  for  a  large  per- 
sonnel for  operation  and  maintenance. 


Fire 


Fire  is  the  great  danger  to  your  Park.  A  bad 
fire  could  so  efl^ectually  create  a  desert  waste  of  a 
large  area  that  it  wou'd  take  a  lifetime  to  restore 
its  plant  growth.  It  is  hoped,  in  addition  to  care 
in  preventing  fire,  that  visitors  will  not  hesitate  to 
extinguish  or  aid  in  extinguishing  any  fires  that 
may  be  started.  Please  carefully  extinguish  all 
cigarettes,  cigars  and  matches. 


THE  1933  ANNUAL  MEETING 

The    1933   Annual   Meering   and   Pilgrimages  of 
the   Pennsylvania    Parks   Association   were   held   in 
and  around  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  June  8,  9  and   10 
1933. 

The  headquarters  were  at  the  Mallow-Sterline 
Hotel. 

Those  in  attendance  gathered  together  at  an  in- 
formal dinner  meeting  on  the  hot  evening  of  the 
8th.  Following  the  repast  we  were  welcomed  by 
Mayor  Charles  N.  Loveland,  who  reviewed  the 
early  history  of  the  city's  parks  and  expressed  hopes 
for  greater  developments  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Ellwood  B.  Chapman  responded  to  the  May- 
or's remarks  and  discussed  the  State  Parks  situation 
in  general  and  commented  upon  legislation  which 
has  already  been  enacted  and  more  bills  which  it  is 
hoped  may  be  passed  at  future  sessions  of  our  State 
Legislature. 

Mr.  John  W.  Keller,  deputy  secretary  of  the 
Department  of  Forests  and  Waters,  told  of  the  work 
being  done  by  92  reforestation  camps  and  stressed 
the  need  for  funds  for  Park  development. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Philip  M.  Sharpies,  Pres- 
ident of  the  Pennsylvania  Parks  Commission,  Her' 
man  Cope  read  an  interesting  paper  prepared  by 
Mr.  Sharpies  upon  the  subject  of  Parks  and  Park 
Needs  in  Eastern  and  Southeastern  Pennsylvania. 
A  telegram  of  sympathy  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
Mr.  Sharpies  kept  at  home  by  the  illness  of  his  wife. 

Col.  Ernest  G.  Smith  touched  briefly  upon  the 
early  history  of  the  Wyoming  Valley — the  Wyo- 
ming Massacre  and  Sullivan  Expedition  and  historic 
spots  to  be  visited  on  the  following  day. 

Friday,  June  9,  in  the  morning,  the  Parks  Rep- 
resentatives visited  a  number  of  the  historic  points 
in  Wilkes-Barre  and  vicinity  and  learned  much  of 
interest  from  Col.  Smith,  the  historian  of  the  com- 
munity. 

Friday    afternoon,    the    party    had    luncheon    at 
Kitchen   Creek.     The  meal,   a  bounteous  one,  was 
provided   by   Judge   William   S.   McLean   and   Mr 
W.  R.  Ricketts. 

Brief  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Ricketts,  Mr. 
J.  N.  Sloan,  Dr.  C.  A.  Mortimer  and  others.  Shortly 
thereafter  the  main  party  started  at  the  top  of  the 
glen  and  walked  down  to  the  highway.  Despite 
the  high  temperature  elsewhere,  the  trip  was  made 
in  comparative  comfort,  and,  as  usual,  all  were 
delighted  with  the  many  falls,  beautiful  rocks,  and 
magnificent  trees. 

The  return  to  the  hotel  was  behind  schedule,  but 
the  Orpheus  Glee  Club  of  the  Wyoming  Valley 
had  patiently  waited  our  arrival  and  sang  to  us 
several  delightful  selections. 


Col.  Ernest  G  Smith  presided  at  the  dinner  meet- 
ing which  followed. 

Mr.  Thomas  Liggett  told  of  his  strenous  though 
futile  efl^orts  to  get  the  recent  legislature  to  pass  a 
bill  to  provide  for  Parks  income  being  set  aside  for 
Parks  development  instead  of  being  merged  with 
the  school  fund. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Montgomery,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Forest  Management  and  Parks,  followed  with  an 
interesting  address. 

Miss  Anne  Dorrance  gave  an  instructive  account 
of  the  French  A^ilum  to  be  visited  on  the  following 
day.  ^ 

The  secretary  read  a  brief  report  and  showed 
the  Parks  Film-views  in  the  parks  of  the  State  and 
some  in  New  York. 

Upon  motion  the  oncers  were  directed  to  draw 
up  a  memorial  to  the  late  Eli  Kirk  Price,  who  had 
served  upon  the  executive  committee  since  our 
organization. 

Col.  Ernest  G.  Smith  was  elected  to  serve  on  our 
Executive  Committee. 

On  behalf  of  the  Association  deep  appreciation 
for  the  hospitality  extended  to  us  was  expressed 
by  Mr.  William  H.  Connell.  The  various  local 
committees  were  commended  for  their  untiring  ef- 
forts to  make  our  convention  a  success.  The  attend- 
ance was  not  as  large  as  had  been  hoped  for,  but 
the  tail  end  of  a  deep,  long  and  severe  depression, 
the  high  temperatures,  and  the  many  conflicting 
school  and  college  activities  kept  away  many  deeply 
in  sympathy  with  our  movement. 

Saturday  morning  the  Association  wended  its 
way  up  the  Sullivan  Trail  to  view  the  French 
Azilum  location  and  to  stop  at  Wyalusing  Rocks. 

From  there  the  party  motored  to  Montrose  for 
luncheon  at  the  Montrose  Inn.  Brief  addresses  were 
made  by  Mr.  Howard  Strong,  Executive  Secretary^, 
Wilkes-Barre  Wyoming  Valley  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce; Mr.  John  R.  Williams,  District  Forester, 
Caledonia  State  Park;  Miss  Theodora  Cope  and 
a  Mr.  Crosley,  the  latter  part-owner  in  the  Silver 
Lake   1040  acre  tract  of  partly  virgin  timber. 

A  tour  of  part  of  the  tract  was  made  in  the 
afternoon,  and  it  afforded  a  most  enjoyable  glimpse 
of  as  nearly  a  Canadian  stand  of  timber  as  is  to 
be  seen  in  Pennsylvania.  It  is  hoped  that  some  way 
may  be  found  to  save  this  area  either  as  a  park  or 
forest. 

And  thus  ended  a  delightful  convention  and  out- 
ing in  company  with  congenial  friends  and  amid 
scenery  of  which  Pennsylvanians  may  be  justly 
proud,  and  which  in  large  measure  must  be  saved 
for  posterity. 
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FROM  A  DREAM  FOR  THE  FUTURE 
P.  M.  Sharpies 

(Presented  In  full  at  the   1933  Annual  Meeting) 

A  couple  of  weeks  aeto  I  drove  to  Bear  Mouri' 
tain  Bridge  and  West  Point,  in  New  York  State, 
a  distance  of  forty  miles  or  more,  up  the  Hudson 
River  from  New  York  City,  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  the  National  Conference  on  State  Parks. 

Amongst  other  things  we  did  while  there  was  to 
drive  up  a  new  road,  going  to  the  top  of  Bear  Moun- 
tain, and  it  was  said  that  our  party  was  the  first 
pleasure  or  sight-seeing  party  to  go  up  over  this 
new  road,  which  goes  up  through  rockv  walls  and 
around  ledges,  requiring  a  great  am.ount  of  stone 
work. 

A  very  interesting  feature  was  the  spectacle  of 
about  fifteen  hundred  of  the  unemployed  army 
hard  at  work  drilling  holes  in  great  stones  prepar- 
atory to  blowing  them  with  dynamite. 

From  the  Susquehanna  to  the  upper  Delaware, 
and  on  up  into  Monroe  and  Pike  County,  run  the 
Blue  Mountains  with  their  wild  and  beautiful  scen- 
ery. Throughout  this  region  there  are  millions  of 
acres  of  natural  forest  land,  much  of  it  inaccessible, 
uncared  for,  and  not  properly  fire-protected.  Most 
of  this  is  absolutely  fitted  for  park  and  recreation 
purposes  and  is  largely  worthless  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

In  Warwick  Township  in  Northern  Chester 
Countv  and  on  the  head  waters  of  French  Creek, 
a  site  has  been  found  where  a  thousand  acre  lake 
could  be  formed  by  a  dam  breast,  fifty  feet  high, 
across  a  narrow  valley  and  in  which  the  beautiful 
clear  water  of  French  Creek  would  be  empounded. 

So  wild  and  irregular  is  the  surrounding  ground, 
that  a  coast  line  of  about  ten  miles,  most  of  it 
through  woods  and  rocky  shores,  would  be  formed. 

This  gem  of  the  forest  would  be  within  thirty  to 
thirty-five  miles  of  Philadelphia,  over  the  boulevard 
running  up  the  Schuylkill  River.  It  is  rare,  indeed, 
to  find  so  much  wild  forest  land  so  near  a  large 
center  of  population. 

Right  at  hand,  near  the  proposed  dam,  is  any 
amount  of  building  rock,  such  as  is  needed,  and  all 
that  would  be  necessary  would  be  to  quarry  this 
rock  and  take  it  to  the  dam  breast  site,  where 
others  would  lay  it  in  cement  and  form  the  lake. 
Like  the  man  who  congratulated  himself  that  "all 
he  had  to  do  was  to  carry  the  bricks  to  the  top  of 
the  house,  and  a  man  up  there  did  all  the  work.'' 

From  this  point,  so  comparatively  near  to  Phila- 
delphia, wild  mountain  scenery  runs  on  up  to  Read- 
ing's mountains  and  to  Hamburg  on  the  Schuylkill, 
thence  to  the  Pocono  region,  and  Wind  Gap  and 
Water  Gap,   and   not   far  from   the   Scranton   and 


Wilkes-Barre  center  of  population,  and  on  through 
Monroe  anu  1  ike  counties  to  tlie  home  of  Governor 
Pinchot.     On  his  home  grounds  and  in  the  forest, 
a  half  mile  from  his  house,  are  the  magnificent  Saw- 
Kill  Falls,  hardly  surpassed  in  beauty  of  falls  and 
surroundings  by   any   of  Switzerland's  noted   falls. 
Reversing  ourselves  here,  and  not  far  away  down 
the  Delaware  Valley   are  the  Raymonds-kill   Falls, 
perhaps  equallv   beautiful,   but  very  different,   and 
High  Falls,  and  the  Bush-kill,  and  back  a  little,  the 
Dwarf-kill,   and   dozens  of  other  magnificent   falls, 
including  those  on  Adams  Brook,   passing  through 
the  estate  of  the  late  Governor  Sproul.     This  series 
of   falls,    a    hundred    feet    or   more   high,    in    mag- 
nificent surroundings  of  rock  work  and  moss,  ferns, 
rhododendrons,  hemlocks,  and  such,  are  not  equalled 
anywhere,  that  I  have  seen,  this  side  of  Norway, 
and  certainly  not  by  anything  in  the  Bear  Mountain 
region. 

These  falls,  unequalled  in  numbers  and  beauty  in 
any  other  state,  should  be  within  a  Pennsylvania 
State  Park  and  a  boulevard  running  the  length  of 
the  miles  of  ledges  and  cliffs,  over  which  the  water 
plunges,  so  as  to  make  them  accessible. 

Continuing  on  the  ridge  through  Monroe  from 
Bushkill,  southwestward  to  Stroudsburg,  we  meet 
the  fine  roads  to  the  Water  Gap.  At  this  point 
we  are  near  the  Poconos  and  Scranton  and  Wilkes- 
Barre,  and  the  great  population  thereabout. 

From  here  to  the  southwest,  we  soon  come  again 
to  the  Wind  Gap,  the  Lehigh  River  and  Hamburg 
and  the  Schuylkill  and  Reading.  All  of  this  is 
filled  with  Park  sites,  mountain  forests  and  wild, 
cheap  land,  fitted  for  parks,  reforestation  and  care 
by  the  State,  for  the  benefit  of  the  great  population 
it  passes  through  and  to  which  it  should  be  made 
accessible,  and  much  of  it  improved  for  park  pur- 
poses. 

With  but  a  fraction  of  the  money  which  New 
York  State  has  expended,  the  land  could  be  secured 
to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  forever  and  the  neces- 
sary improvements  made:  and  there  could  be  a 
scenic  highway,  passing  lakes,  rivers,  and  water- 
falls unequaled  elsewhere,  but  marvelously  situated 
with  reference  to  the  heaviest  present,  and  future 
population  of  the  State. 

I  may  not  live  to  see  the  beautiful  lake  I  vision  in 
northern  Chester  County,  and  yet,  in  imagination, 
what  joy  I  have  in  canoeing  along  the  shores  of 
this  lake,  watching  the  trout  dart  from  in  front  of 
my  canoe,  with  the  birds  and  shadows  from  the 
overhanging  branches,  while  the  occasional  sight  of 
a  deer  on  the  bank  drinking  of  the  pure  sparkling 
water,  dwells  in  my  mind's  eye. 

I  will  add  that  notwithstanding  the  present  dis- 
couraging outlook,  I  am  having,  through  the  kind- 
ness of  the  Tri-State  Planning  Federation,  a  survey 


made  of  the  country  about  the  proposed  Lake  Site, 
for  I  think  this  will  bettter  enable  me  to  anticipate 
the  Lake  that  will  some  day  be  there.  The  Creator 
designed  the  spot,  put  the  water  there,  leaving  noth- 
ing for  us  to  do  but  put  up  this  dam  breast,  and 
that  some  one  is  sure  to  do  some  day. 


HEMLOCK 


The  Department  of  Forests  and  Waters  has  re- 
cently issued  Bulletin  52  on  "Hemlock,  the  State 
Tree  of  Pennsylvania,"  by  Henry  E.  Clepper,  and 
copies  of  this  beautiful  and  interesting  twenty-eight 
page  booklet  can  be  secured  from  the  department 
upon  request. 

Less  than  20,000  acres  of  virgin  forest  remain  in 
our  state,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  part  of  that  not 
now  included  in  parks  may  yet  be  saved.  Probably 
the  largest  tract,  chiefly  hemlock,  is  within  a  few 
miles  of  Sheffield,  Pa.,  and  is  being  lumbered  off. 


PARK  FILM  AND  LECTURE  MATERIAL 

The  35  mm.  still  film  and  lecture  material  is 
available  for  use  by  clubs  and  organizations  inter- 
ested in  the  Park  Movement.  If  projector  is  needed 
this  is  rented  at  cost  of  about  $3.00;  otherwise, 
there  is  no  expense  but  postage  on  your  letter  of 
reservation  addressed  to  the  Association  Secretary, 
35  N.  6th  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


MEMBERSHIP 


During  1933  a  number  of  our  old  members  who 
had  dropped  out  while  the  depression  was  most 
acute  have  again  sent  us  their  dues.  And  now  with 
business  on  the  upgrade,  we  are  hopeful  each  of 
our  members  may  take  it  upon  himself  to  secure 
one  or  more  new  members  for  us. 

Our  work  is  limited  by  the  dues  which  we  receive 
and  our  membership  growth  by  active  work  on  the 
part  of  those  already  enrolled.  Won't  you  see  how 
many  you  can  induce  to  join  by  July   1? 


GIFTS  OF  MONEY  AND  PARK  AREAS 

On  May  1,  the  Directors  of  the  Playground  and 
Recreation  Association  of  Philadelphia  met  to  dis- 
cuss plans  for  enabling  the  people  in  the  great  Tri- 
State  Philadelphia  Metropolitan  area  to  make  wise 
use  of  free  time. 

Article  12  of  the  report  reads  thus:  "Develop- 
ment of  large  park  areas  beyond  city  limits,   but 


within  reach  of  our  citizens  for  outings  and  nature 
lore.  Development  of  a  camp  for  Youth  as  a  part 
of  their  education." 

With  this  project  our  Association  is  in  hearty 
accord.  We  already  have  one  ideal  site  selected 
and  shall  be  glad  to  receive  and  hold  till  needed 
any  funds  that  interested  members  or  others  may 
be  willing  to  contribute  to  this,  or  similar,  most 
worthy  causes. 

A  notable  gift  of  land  for  park  purposes  has 
recently  been  received  and  is  referred  to  elsev^here 
in  this  issue  of  the  "News."  This  tract  ties  in 
nicely  with  the  picturesque  Theodore  Roosevelt 
State  Park — the  Delaware  Canal. 

If  you  who  read  these  lines  know  individuals  who 
have  either  money  or  ideal  State  Park  areas  which 
they  are  willing  to  donate,  and  will  furnish  us  their 
names  and  addresses,  we  shall  be  glad  to  approach 
them. 

New  York  State  Parks  number  about  sixty-five 
and  range  in  area  from  fourteen  acres  up  to  2,000,- 
000,  the  latter  the  great  Adirondack  region.  And 
there  is  scarcely  a  section  of  the  Empire  State  which 
does  not  have  a  recreational  area  easily  reached  by 
its  large  and  scattered  population. 


HIKING  AND  TRAIL  BLAZING 

Proposed  Bridle  Path  and  Hiking  Trail 

Philadelphia  to  Appalachian  Trail 

Automobiles  have  completely  taken  over  all  of 
our  through  roads  and  have  made  it  impossible  for 
horses  and  pedestrians  to  travel  on  their  hard  sur- 
faces. 

Many  organizations  of  hikers  and  nature  lovers 
have  formed  Appalachian  Clubs.  A  continuous 
trail  from  Mount  Katahdin  in  Maine  to  Mount 
Oglethorpe  in  Georgia  is  now  open. 

This  trail  in  Pennsylvania  follows  the  Blue  RiJiie 
Mountains  from  a  point  near  Port  Jervis  through 
the  Delaware  Water  Gap  and  crosses  the  Susque- 
hanna a  few  miles  above  Harrisburg. 

Efforts  should  be  made  to  have  our  State  High- 
way and  Parks  Departments  purchase  and  open  a 
trail  from  Valley  Forge  Park  to  connect  with  this 
Appalachian  Trail,  which  is  mainly  for  hikers,  but 
could  easily  be  opened  for  horseback  riders. 

Mr.  Frank  B.  Foster,  Civic  Works  Administrator 
of  Chester  County,  has  had  two  engineers  making 
a  survey  and  a  detailed  map  of  this  suggested  trail 
starting  from  Valley  Forge  to  the  Berks  County 
line.  Other  C.  W.  A.  Administrators  are  being 
requested  to  have  the  route  survey  in  a  similar  way. 


PENNSYLVANIA   PARK   NEWS 


A  temporary  committee  is  being  formed  to  pre 
Dare   nlans   for  'i    r>t>frr>'>»-»f>«#-   /^>^<-r'. .■»«'■.'.«-./-..-«       t^   ,.^.. 

know  of  any  who  may  be  interested,  the  undersigned 
will  appreciate  having   their  names  and  addresses. 

HENRY  N.  WOOLMAN, 

Temporary  President, 
132  St.  Georges  Rd.,  Ardmore,  Pa. 


NEW  YORK  STATE  PARKS 

The  State  Council  of  Parks,  State  Office  Build- 
ing, Albany,  N.  Y.,  has  been  getting  out  year  by 
year  a  booklet  on  the  Parks  of  the  Empire  State, 
and  they  will  no  doubt  gladly  mail  the  1933  issue 
to  anyone  interested  in  the  Park  Movement. 

Over  eighty  pages  are  required  to  illustrate  and 
describe  the  system  of  sixty-five  parks  in  the  twelve 
regions  of  the  state. 


SEEN  AND  HGaRD 


"The  barbarian  carelessness  of  the  motoring  mil- 
lions, the  littered  roadsides,  the  use  of  our  most 
beautiful  scenery  for  the  advertising  of  products 
which  should  be  boycotted  for  that  very  reason,  are 
but  symptoms  of  our  slipping  down  from  civilised 
standards  of  life,   as  are  also  our  lawlessness  and 


ELI  KIRK  PRICE 

Through  the  passing  of  Eli  Kirk  Price,  the  Penn- 
sylvania Parks  association  has  lost  one  of  its  most 
valued  members.  Thoroughly  versed  as  he  was  in 
the  affairs  of  his  city  and  state,  it  was  upon  his  judg- 
ment that  we  could  always  depend  when  important 
decisions  were  to  be  made. 

Though  active,  alert  and  energetic  to  the  last,  even 
his  closest  friends  were  often  amazed  at  the  amount 
of  work  that  he  accomplished. 

Always  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  in  any 
worth-while  project,  his  presence  will  long  be  missed 
in  the  many  public  spirited  groups  of  which  he  was 
a  member. 


corruption   with  the  cynical  disregard  of  them  by 

LllC     public. 

J.  T.  Adams. 

''Some  of  our  members  who  attended  the  1933 
Summer  Meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Forestry  As- 
sociation at  Clearfield,  were  impressed  by  the  num- 
bers of  people  who  visited  a  nearby  State  Forest 
Park. 

"To  make  more  of  our  natural  areas  available  for 
the  rest  and  enjoyment  of  the  people  is  a  purpose  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Parks  Association.'' 

Carl  P.  Birkinbine. 


PENNSYLVANIA'S  LARGEST  LAKE 
The  Pymatuning  Reservoir 

This  lake  is  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Shenango 
River  mostly  in  Crawford  County,  about  forty  miles 
south  of  Lake  Erie  and  ninety  miles  north  of  Pitts- 
burgh. It  covers  16,730  acres,  or  about  26  square 
miles,  one-fourth  of  which  is  in  Ohio.  It  is  about 
18  miles  long  with  shore  line  of  about  70  miles,  max- 
imum width  is  2.2  miles  and  average  width  about 
V/z  miles. 

The  lake  covers  nearly  three  times  the  area  of 
Wallenpaupack  in  Pike  and  Wayne  Counties. 

The  State  owns  about  8000  acres  adjoining  the 
lake  and  much  of  this  can  be  converted  into  a  State 
Park  or  used  for  foresty,  recreational  or  other  pur- 
poses as  soon  as  funds  are  available  for  development. 


GENERAL  HARRY  CLAY  TREXLER 

Through  the  death  of  General  Harry  Clay  Trex- 
ler  on  November  17,  1933,  our  association  lost  a 
valued  member.  His  great  interest  in  outdoor  life 
was  clearly  evident  to  anyone  privileged  to  visit 
his  vast  game  preserve  in  Lehigh  County  near 
Schnecksville  and  there  see  the  herds  of  buffalo, 
elk  and  deer.  His  trout  hatchery  on  the  Little 
Lehigh 'was  used  to  stock  streams  throughout  the 
State  before  the  Commonwealth  developed  its  own 
hatcheries.  His  summer  home  in  a  suburb  of  Allen- 
town  included  a  park  of  several  hundred  acres 
where  visitors  were  always  welcome.  Much  that 
he  had  developed  along  these  lines  was  bequeathed 
for  the  particular  enjoyment  of  Lehigh  Countians. 
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